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TO: SteveLedoux,TownManager

FROM: DougHalley,HealthDirector

SUBJECT: FaulknerMill WastewaterCapacityRequest

This memois anexpansionon thememo sentto you previouslyonNovember10th regarding
thesubjectmatter.In thepreviousmemotheHealthDepartmentdid notrecommend
additionalallocationsoutsidethecurrentserviceareauntil aprocesswasdevelopedthat
would allow theBoardof Selectmento assessall issuesandvaluesbeforeexpandingthe
sewerservicearea.

However,giventhecurrentworkloadoftheBoard,it maybesometimebeforethatprocessis
developedandapproved.Basedon thatexpectationtheBoardmaywantto considereach
requeston an individual basisin the samewaythatpastexpansionrequestshavebeen
considered.

At this pointin time theBoardhaveapprovedexpandingthesewerserviceareato includetwo
projects;thePowderMill PlazaandFaulknerMill. In both casesin makingtheirdecisionthe
Boardtook into considerationthepublic benefittheprojectwasprovidingandthewastewater
capacityavailable.Thismemo is writtento summarizethoseissues.

In consideringPowdermillPlazatheBoardtook intoaccountthepublicbenefitbeing
providedby removingthePlaza’swastewaterdischargefrom theAssabetRiver andthe
additionalsewerinfrastructurebeingprovidedfor abuttingproperties.In consideringFaulkner
Mill theBoardtook into accountthe low ormoderateincomehousingbeingprovided,the
sidewalkandthehousingstructuresconformancewith theHistoric CommissionBylaws.

Theavailablesewersystemwastewatercapacity,con~imittedcapacityandunderconsideration
capacityat thispoint in time canbesummarizedasfollows:



Available Capacity Committed Capacity Under Consideration Capacity
GPD GPD GPD

Sewer Expansion 49,000
WR Grace capacity 18,275

Powder Mill Plaza 4,565
Faulkner Mill 2,200

Spencer/Tuttle/Flint 20,700
West Acton Center “A’ 17,100
West Acton Center “B” 17,200
Faulkner Mill Increase 660

Total Under
Total Capacity 67275 Total Committed 6765 Consideration 55660

Committed -6765
Under

Consideration 55660
4850

Basedon this informationtheHealthDepartmentrecommendsthattheBoardconsiderthis
requestat theirnextmeeting.Thatconsiderationshouldtakeinto accountthepublicbenefit
beingprovidedby therequest.As shownabove,currentlythereis still remainingcapacitythat
hasn’tbeencommittedorunderconsideration,evenif theFaulknerMill increaseis granted.
However,it shouldbenotedthat theunderconsiderationcapacitymaychangeasthe
WastewaterAdvisoryNeighborhoodTaskforceandtheWaterResourcesAdvisory
Committeecontinuetheirwork.
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SUBJECT: FaulknerMill WastewaterCa ty equest

TheHealthDepartmenthasreceivedarequestfrom Stamski& McNary,on behalfof
theirclientFaulknerMill Realty,LLC, to increasetheiraccessto wastewatercapacityin
theTown’s SewerSystem,for 4 High Street,from 4,400gallonsofTitle 5 wastewater
flow perday to 5,720gallonsperday. Theprojecthadbeenpreviouslyapprovedas20
units,eachhavingonly two bedrooms.Therequestwould increase12 of thoseunitsto
threebedrooms,while eightwould remainwith only two bedrooms.

In compensationfor this approvaltheirclient agreesto paythedifferential betweenthe
previouslyagreed.67 SewerBettermentUnit PrivilegeFee,asspecifiedundertheSewer
AssessmentBylaw D-102.b(ii), to 1 SewerBettermentUnit PrivilegeFee,asalso
specifiedundertheSewerAssessmentBylaw D-l0 2.b(i) (seeattached).This would
requireanadditional SewerPrivilegeFeepaymentof$48,753.62dueto theTown.

In Marchof2008 theTownandFaulknerMill signedan agreementspecif~jingthe
conditionsby which FaulknerMill couldconnectto thepublic sewer.FrankRamsbottoni,
Building Commissioner,hasreviewedthoseconditions(seeattached)andfinds that
FaulknerMill remainsin compliancewith thoseconditions.

Basedon actualwaterusageanticipatedby theincreasethecapacityatthewastewater
plantwould bereducedby 660 gallonsperday(theirTitle 5 wastewaterincreasedivided
by 2). Five yearsagotheTownwasableto increasethecapacityofthewastewaterplant
from 250,000gallonsof actualwateruseperdayto 299,000gallonsperday. Sincethat
datecapacityhasbeengivento PowdermillPlaza(4,565gpd)andto FaulknerMill
(2,200gpd).Theremainingcapacityof42,235gpdhadbeendedicatedto future
expansionof thesewerto theSpencerll’uttle/Flintareaandto a portionof WestActon
Center.



Expansionto theSpence~’ITutt1e/FlintareawasdefeatedatSpecialTown Meetingbut the
WastewaterAdvisoryNeighborhoodTaskforcehasbeenchargedwith re-examiningthe
wastewateroptionsfor thatneighborhood.TheTaskforceanticipatestheir work to be
completedby April of 2011 and atthatpointit will beknownif wastewatercapacity
shouldremaincommittedto that neighborhoodorreleasedfor otherNeedsAreas.At this
pointin time theportionofWestActon Centerbeingconsideredforexpansionhasnot
beenstudieddefinitively andno decisionhasbeenmadeto eithereliminateit from
considerationorproceedforwardwith aplan.

In additionto theincreaseof49,000gpdof capacitytheTownhasalsoagreedto accept
capacitybackfrom W. R. Grace.This unallocatedcapacityamountsto 18,275gpd. At
this pointin time no decision,norprocess,hasbeendeterminedon howto allocatethis
additionalflow.

Whenbettermentswerecommittedto thepropertieswithin thesewerservicearea
$1,166,200of capitalcosts(Supersizing)weresetasidefor latercommitmentasprivilege
feesto propertiesthateitherexceededtheirallocatedwastewatercapacityorproperties
that wereoutsidetheservicearea.As ofthis datetheTownhasreceived$577,491.26of
privilege feepaymentsandhasanadditionalamountof $131,979.49that FaulknerMill
hasagreedto payprior to theissuanceofbuilding permits.

ThecurrentunpaidSupersizingcommitmentis $588,708.74.Thatpotentiallycanbe
reducedto $456,729.25if FaulknerMill completestheircurrentagreementwith the
Town andcouldbe furtherreducedto $407,975.63if theyaregiven theadditional
capacityasrequested.Currentlythereareno otherprojectswithin, oradjacentto, the
sewersystemwhichareseekingto eitherexceedtheirallocatedflow or expandthesewer
to their location.

TheFaulknerMill locationat4 High Streetwasnot identifiedaspartof aNeedsAreaby
theCWRMP.Although therequestedadditional allocationto this siteis small,makingan
allocationto anypropertyoutsideofthecurrentserviceareashouldonlybedonethrough
apre-detemiinedpublicprocesswhich allowsall issuesandvaluesto beassessedbythe
BoardofSelectmenprior to committinganallocation.Until thatprocessis identifiedthe
HealthDepartmentwould not recommendadditionalallocationsoutsidethecurrent
servicearea.
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Re: 4 High Street

MembersoftheBoard,

On behalfofourclient, FaulknerMill Realty,LLC, wearewriting to you, acting astheActon
SewerCommissioners,to approve12 additionalbedroomsatthereferencedsite forconnectionto
themunicipal sewer.Thesitewaspreviouslyauthorizedfor 20 proposedresidentialhousing
units,eachwith two bedroomsforatotal designflow of4,400gallonsperday(gpd). Thetwelve
additionalbedroomswill add1,320gpdfor atotalof5,720 gpd.

Forhistoricalreference,this sitehadbeenpreviouslyapprovedfor bothnon-residentialand
residentialprojects.The Boardhad originally approveda sewerconnectionfor this site fora
HealthClubserving300peopleaday. Subsequently,theBoardhadapprovedasewer
connectionfor 30 residentialhousingunits with upto 2-bedroomseach.Theseuseswould
potentiallyhavebadflowsof6,000and6,600 gallonsperdayrespectively.

Theadditionalbedroomswill be providedwithin thefootprintofthe previouslyproposed
buildings. This will allow twelveof theunits to havethreebedroomsratherthantwo. No
additionalbuildingsareproposed.

Ourclient hascorrespondedwith DougHalley, HealthDirector,regardingtheformulafor
calculatingbettermentfees. Initially, thebettermentfor thetwelvebuildingsaffectedwas0.67
bettermentunits perdwelling,sincethey containedtwo bedroomseach.With threebedrooms,
thecalculation is madeon the basisof 1.0 bettermentunitperdwelling. Therefore,the0.33unit
differencefor 12 units,with abettermentunit valuedat$12,311.52,comesto asumtotal of
$48,753.62that the applicantis willing to payfor thismodification.

Wethankyou for yourtime in considerationofthismatter. Pleasecall ouroffice if you haveany
furtherquestions.

Respectfullyyours,
StamskiandMcNary, Inc.
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cc: FaulknerMill Realty,LLC.
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